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1814.3 Remarks on Rev. P. Johnson's Pamphlet. 



advantage of using a nightcap ; he 
received the advice with pleasure, 
and immediately acquiesced in the 
proposal. As he has still a propen- 
sity to sleep, I now intend recom- 
mending to him a pillow, and short- 
ly after a bed and blankets. This 
perhaps may be considered as an 
innovation in religion, but if we 
only consult the New Testament, 
we will find that it is lawful to carry 
our bed on the Sabbath-day. Some 
people who desire to sleep comfort- 
ably, but afraid of public ridicule, re- 
main at home, and imagine that they 
fulfil tne fourth commandment by 
sleeping the whole flay ; others who 
wish to appear more religious, go per- 
haps a number of miles to sleep in 
the church, notwithstanding the 
hardness of the pews, the dampness 
of the house, and the annoyance 
of the preacher ; but indeed there 
is great reason to admire the polite- 
ness and refinement of our college- 
bred preachers in this respect, for 
they will deliver their sermons with 
the lowest monotony, rather than 
hurt the delicate feelings of those 
who sleep; but the Methodists are 
so rude and pedantic, that there is 
not so much as a single nap to be 
got in their assemblies. Would you 
only recline your head, and shut 
your eyes, they would not hesitate 
to tell you that " there was no sleep- 
ing in Hell, and unless you be cir- 
cumspect and diligent you will un- 
doubtedly go there." Now is it 
either polite or becoming to tell a 
man to his face, that he will go to 
Hell if he even shuts his eyes? But 
who could expect politeness or even 
common decency from home-bred, 
self-nominated itinerants, who never 
enjoyed those refinements of litera- 
ture and taste, that are frequently 
obtained in the general round of 
colleges and schools, brothels, and 
gaming-houses, midnUht revels and 
nocturnal Ucoauches r Certainly 



there is no farther necessity for re- 
questing those who are inclined to 
sleep in churches, to bring with 
them such apparatus as may enable 
them to repose in perfect tranquil- 
lity. The comfort and convenience 
of those thing* will better recom- 
mend them than any panegyric from 
me, nor do I think it necessary that 
people should procure for that pur- 
pose those life preserving mattrasses 
that are so advantageous to sailors-; 
for sake of economy any little pallet 
would serve all the purposes intend- 
ed. For those, however, that are 
afraid of lying in damp beds, it 
would be necessary as soon as di- 
vine service was ended, to take up 
their beds and walk. Let therefore 
every person who is determined to 
get a little pious repose, come pro- 
perly equipped for sleeping, and 
iet many of our pompous orators 
mollify those harsh tones and em- 
phatical words that do so much vio- 
lence to the feelings of those devo- 
tional snoring Christians. 

I.G. 

For the Be/fast Monthly Magazine. 

SOME REMARKS ON A PAMPHLET 
WRITTEN BY, OR AT LEAST FOR, 
THE REV. P. JOHNSON, AGAINST 
COUNSELLOR PLOWDEN. 

AS Rev. Mr. Johnson's name 
and public achievements, are 
now became matter of Irish History, 
he shews himself laudably anxious 
to purify the record that is to hand 
him down to posterity. 

Some people will indeed wonder 
that charges made some years bark, 
in a work written professedly against 
the Orange System*, should have so 



•The ingenious and argumentative 
work of Mr. Howden against the Orange 
system, appeared a good while before the 
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lately met the eye of a literary and 
a vigilant member of thai associati- 
on : a man high in confidence, a 
Master, yea, by bis own report, a 
High Priest in Israel ! So early as 
the days of the pkess, did this gen- 
tlemen and_ his friends begin to be 
calumniated; yet it is onlv now he 
conies with a reply. And all in good 
time; the apology though late is 
full. Forty-two pages of closely 
printed octavo, must be allowed an 
abundant refutation of about the 
same number of lines. And every 
one must be charmed by the tender' 
ness of feeling exhibited towards his 
accusers, whom he would uot before 
subject to the shame of an attack 
to their face; but after the News- 
paper has been racked, and the 
Counsellor has left the country,— 
he now brings forward his refuta- 
tion ! 

la making a few remarks on this 
production, sorry indeed should I 
be, to adopt all the opinions and 
assertions, against which it is direct- 
ed. Especially I do strenuously dis- 
own those two lines of a libel in the 
" Introduction," marked by Italics, 
and stored up, against the author's 
return to Ireland, or in the mean 
time against the printer, publisher, 
or propagator of the idea, that Air. 
James Cochran's sufferings were owing 
to his friendship for Catholics ! A 
libel against Rev. Phil. Johnson is not 
like a libel against an ordinary indi- 
vidual, lie was a high officer of the 
executive, as well as the Loid Castle- 
reagli ; and it could of course be 



easily made out as libellous and as 
seditious to charge him with any pre- 
judice against Catholics, as to im- 
peach the g<rvernment itself that 
patronized Mr. Johnson. Of this* 
then I shall say nothing. As little 
will i dispute the extent of his ser- 
vices and of his dangers. They are 
pretty generally known about bis 
own neighborhood ; and this repub- 
lication of them will, I hope, remind 
agreeably and to some purpose, the 
Marquis of Hertford ami Lord Cas- 
tlereagh of their old co-operator in 
loyalty, in tbe paush id' Derriaghy. 
He was then, and still is of the same 
system with those noble Lords, and 
his friends will always be found 
among their devoted admirers. 

Of Mr. Johnson's own services 
against rebels and delegates, he 
" ought to be," and I dare say, ii 
proud. As to tbe services of those 
loyalists, who burned the Roman 
Catholic chapels of four contiguous 
parishes " on the noble estate of 
the noble Marquis;" he seems to 
account for the excess of this zeal 
by the atrocities of the rebels at 
Scullabogue and Wexford bridge, 
the report of which, at this time, 
provoked these reprisals* (see page 



publication, in 1811, of his post-iroion 
History, to which it wu afterwards pre- 
fixed as »u introduction. Orange gen- 
tlemen read a great many things they do 
not wish to see, and pretend nnt to Aavt 
tetn ; because some system* thrive best in 
tiltnct and dettneit. A number of O- 
range geniuses are inly jiut nnv beginning 
to look into the Belfast Magazines ! 



* The fact of time provocation having 
preceded the enormities of those days, 
was important. I remember a story of a 
man living on the rnUe estate, whose house 
was assaulted in the night by three or 
four persons, whom he succeeded not on- 
ly in beating off, but besides in recogniz - 
ing for some of his Orange neighbour?. 
He presented himself to a magistrate welt 
known to Mr. P. J. The peacemaking 
magistrate refused to gratify his revenge 
as the man had lost nothing. Besides, 
said he, " you must have given them form- 
erly some provocation." The complainant 
declared he never had. " Go home," said 
this impartial magistrate. "You certainly 
mutt have given provocation, by tinging 
tome tang, or whittling torn* tune, or tomething; 
otherwise it is tvitc impossible they would 
have molested you! Go home, and live 
at peace i" — , 



1814J An Appeal in behalf of Poland. 
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26.) Unluckily, while the reader is 
digesting this explanation, he is pre- 
sented with a document, signed first 
by Mr. Johnson himself, and then 
by several members of the Boyne 
Society, &c. declaring it to be their 
coxv^CTrow, " that said atrocious 
acts had been committed by the 
enemies of our king and coon- 
try, with an intention of inciting 
the Roman Catholics of that neigh- 
bourhood to rebellion, or of sup" 
porting the groundless calumny thai 
Orangemen are combined to persecute 
their Roman Catholic brethren." Be- 
tween these conflicting authorities, 
the Rev. Phil. Johnson, and the 
Boyne-men, on one side, and the 
Rev. Phil. Johnson vindicator, on 
the other; it would ill become me 
to attempt deciding. To neither 
of these explanations can the praise 
of ingenuity be denied. The secre- 
cy of such nocturnal expedition* 
leaves room for conjecture. Yet 
the Vindicator loves to quote invi- 
sible people, and he says else- 
where, the burning of the Brankins' 
was committed by the disciples of 
Tom Paine I Whom he sets down 
for the assault on the house and 
person of the venerable Catholic 
pastor Of Aughagallon, who sur- 
vived with difficulty the wounds 
he received : whom he suspects 
for the system of intimidation a 
dopted in those parishes, and espe- 
cially in that of Glenavy, where 
the Catholic men Or women dared 
not go to mass on Sundays: iuho>n 
he assigns as the actors, and abet- 
tors here, he has not told us. 

The Rev. Mr. M'Greevy was not 
in Derriaghy in those daysf Who 
the old persons are whom this 
cltij; \ man consulted before he put 
his name to the analysis of the Vin- 
dicator's conclusions, 1 arn not en- 
abled lo declare. In «his *' analysis" 
there is every thing particular and 
exact, except only the authorities, 

bllfast mas. .vo. txvii. 



which are " gloriously uncertain." 
Mr. M'Greevy says, he "asked the 
opinion of some of the oldest and 
mi»st respectable Catholics, and that 
such as tie consulted, thought so and 
so." Whether these persons (who 
might amount to two or perhaps 
three Catholics) expressed generally 
the vox pupuli, may be doubted, I 
hope without any impeachment of 
the Vindicator's Rev. authority. 

The posthumous evidence of the 
late Mr. O'Donnell of Belfast, in 
favour of Mr. Johnson's " very pro- 
per character," is paid back with 
strict justice in a note, certifying as 
to the loyalty of that clergyman. 
Next follows the discussion about 
the change of the Orangemen* 1 
oath ; and then two old lists, one 
of subscribers to the amount of 
<£l45l, for the punishment of Mr. 
Johnson's assassins ! The other of 
subscribers to the amount of £59. 
td rebuild the four burned chapels ! 
This latter liberal subscription was 
the exclusive contribution of some 
threescore Orangemen and the 
friends of Orangemen ; to shoiv the 
world, that as none but such loyal 
men were calied to restore Catho- 
lic chapels, so none but the slander- 
ers of Orangemeu could have burn- 
ed them !" 

All these thinss being to ; it is 
hoped tliai Rev. Phil. Johnson, may 
be made supermtendant magistrate 
under Mr. I'eele's new act, for pre- 
serving the peace of Ireland ! I am 
sure lie has my vote. 

in much haste, 

A.li.CD. 



For tlie Belfast Monthly Magazlnt. 
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